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Re:

Writing Exercises Set 3—Effective Sentences

	


Exercises 1 - 4:
Active and Passive Voice - Identifying

After labeling the subject of the sentence with "S" and the verb with "V" and the direct object with "O" (if there is an object), decide whether each sentence below is active or passive voice.
1.
The prescriptive easement had been established by the objective acts of the claimant.

2.
The claimant's objective acts had established the prescriptive easement.

3.
The Whalers' right to use the access road can be revoked by Mrs. Townsend.

4.
Historically, interpretation of the rule has been left to the court's discretion.

Exercises 5 - 8:
Passive Voice – Effective and Ineffective Use
Read each of the following sentences and decide if the passive voice in the underlined section is used effectively or ineffectively.  Write "E" for effective or "I" for ineffective, and then briefly explain why and, if necessary, in what context the passive voice is effective or ineffective.

5.
A lawful business will not be enjoined without a clear showing that it is impossible or impractical to eliminate its offensive features.

6.
In the past, Big Yard Toys Inc. would hire a subcontractor to install the equipment only if such arrangements were requested by the purchaser.

7.
For the next ten years, the easement was used by all the landowners.

8.
The plaintiff has testified that she was assaulted by a white male with blue eyes and blond hair.  The defendant is a white male with brown eyes and black hair.

Exercises 9 – 12:
Concrete Subjects


Mark the subject and verb in the following sentences with an "S" and "V" and then revise the sentence to have a concrete subject.  In some cases, you will have to create your own concrete subject.
9.
It could be argued by the defense that Mr. Smith was out of the state at the time of the robbery.

10.
It is clear that both parties intended to enter into a contract.

11.
It is highly unlikely that a fair market value existed for the poem.

12.
Endorsement of the check is required before the funds can be transferred.    

Exercises 13 – 16:

Action Verbs
Mark the subject and verb in the following sentences with an "S" and "V" and then revise the sentence to have a more effective action verb.  In sentences beginning with there the subject will follow the verb.

13.
The way that a court determines mutual assent is to look at the objective manifestations of the parties' actions.

14.
The governor made a statement that he would not testify for the defense.

15.
The jury had knowledge of the defendant's prior record.

16.
There are several facts that must be confirmed by that witness.

Exercises 17 – 20:

Subject-Verb Distance
Mark the subject and verb with "S" and "V" and then revise the sentence so that the subject and verb are closer together.
17.
A standard form contract that detailed all the terms of the agreement except for the shipper's liability was signed by both parties.

18.
The possibility that an intoxicated driver may decide to continue driving rather than be arrested after pulling over to the shoulder of the road is what influenced the legislature to revise the statute.

19.
The court's reading of the written contract, despite its insistence that there was no accompanying oral agreement, favored the tire manufacturer.

20.
The concept of voluntary assumption of duty, when applied to the present case, suggests that the State voluntarily assumed a duty to use due care in conducting inspections of nursing homes.

Exercises 21 – 23:
Sentence Length
For each of the following overly long sentences, revise either by breaking the sentence into two or more shorter sentences or by using punctuation to create manageable units of meaning within the sentence.

21.
Traditionally, Florida courts have deferred to the legislature's policy judgment on the propriety of punitive damages awards and have manifested this deference by adhering rigidly to the rule that punitive damages should be awarded with the greatest caution and only where specifically authorized by statutes.

22.
Infringement is an interference with the rights granted to another under a law, a regulation, or a contract, and is usually categorized as infringement of copyrights, infringements of patents, or infringement of trademarks.

23.
In E.I. duPont de Nemorus & Co., Inc. v. Christopher, the defendants used an airplane to photograph the plaintiff's Beaumont plant, which contained, in an open area, a secret but thus far unpatented process for producing methanol that had been developed by duPont at considerable time and expense and that provided duPont with a significant advantage over its competitors.

Exercises 24 – 26:

Emphasis

Use the positions of emphasis and changes in punctuation to make the required revisions for emphasis. Use colons or dashes if they will help you. 
Use sentence A for numbers 24 and 25:
(A) 
The girl was tied to a tree and wearing only her shoes when the police officers found her.

24. 
Revise sentence A to emphasize that the girl was tied to a tree.

25. 
Revise sentence A to emphasize that the girl was wearing only shoes.

Use sentence B for number 26:
(B)
On July 14, 1986, a nuclear accident that killed seven people and that was the first fatal accident at the Nevada site occurred at Beatty, Nevada.

26. 
Revise sentence B to emphasize that seven people were killed and that this was the first fatal accident at this site.

Exercises 27-28: 
Single Word Emphasizers
Using the suggested single word emphasizer, revise the following sentences.  Some restructuring of the sentence may be necessary.
27.
Although five witnesses have placed Sharon Clark at the scene of the crime, she claims she was at home alone.  (STILL)

28.
An explosives expert testified that a slight change in the cabin pressure would activate the detonator.  (ANY)

Exercises 29-30:
Changing Word Order
Change the normal word order in the following sentences to emphasize the part that is underlined.
29.
The defendant forced Ms. Harper to open the safe at gunpoint.

30.
The trial court's exercise of this discretion will be overturned on appeal only for a manifest abuse.

Exercises 31-32:
Breaking a Pattern
From each group of sentences, formulate one sentence or a sequence of sentences that uses a pattern.  When appropriate, deliberately break the pattern for emphasis.

31.
In October, Thomas Dever threatened Miss Stein.  At the time he was not insane.  He was also not insane when he shadowed her for two weeks in November and when, on Christmas Eve, he brutally killed her.

32.
Desmond Adams rebuilt his business with his own money.  He did all the hard work, and he did not depend upon the help of his former partners.
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